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Increase in trespassing on 45 acres of urban forest
IN Wanowrie & Ramtekdi

Mar 14, 2024, 06.19 AM IST
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Ramtekdi, managed by the Green Nandanvan Foundation, lies at
risk of forest fires due to continuous trespassing as there are no
boundary walls to protect it.
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Many residents enter the forest throughout the day to dispose of
waste such as old couches, mattresses, garbage etc. “We clean the
entire patch daily. In case of large mattresses, we cut them up and
) transport them to a location, where we call PMC workers to pick
S them up,” said Sandeep Kamble, co-founder of the foundation.

A more severe problem persists with people entering the
premises at night to indulge in drinking and merrymaking.
Volunteers of the foundation said they have sometimes collected 30 large bags of alcohol bottles from the area.
Forest fires have often occurred from cigarette butts thrown carelessly, with the area facing at least five man-
made fires, which destroyed 50 trees this year. “We are facing this problem because there are no boundary walls

or gates,” said Kamble.

Around 50 volunteers from the foundation have been carrying out plantation drives in the area every morning
along with the forest department since 2021. They have planted over 4,000 trees on 45 acres of forest land in

Wanowrie and Ramtekdi.

Last year, several trees were damaged in forest fire.
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The foundation has sent a written proposal to the forest department for putting up boundary walls to prevent
trespassing as well as vehicles from entering the area“We have started the process of creating boundary walls
across 25 spots in urban forests in city,” said Ashutosh Shendge, assistant conservator of forest.

We also published the following articles recently

As summer heat sets in, forest fire alerts on the riseForest fires have increased in Maharashtra, causing financial
loss. The concealment of actual area destroyed affects tigers and wildlife. The forest department is not receiving
administrative expenses from tendu auction, impacting forest regeneration and increasing man-animal conflict
in worst-affected districts.108312846

Meghalaya chief conservator of forest found dead at homeMeghalaya's Chief Conservator of Forest N Luikham
allegedly died by suicide at his residence in the East Khasi Hills district. The 50-year-old IFS officer was found
hanging by his family members. Police are investigating the incident at his house. 108461964

Opium plants worth Rs 10 crore destroyed in Odisha forestPolice destroyed 5.25 lakh opium plants worth Rs 10.66
crore in Bakua and Kukurbhuka villages, Jashipur police station limits. Two cases have been registered and
investigation is ongoing.10837348]



